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Introduction to Weed Management Guide

Noxious weeds are a problem in Elbert County. What distinguishes noxious weeds from other 
plants is that they are not native to the United States. They grow unchecked by natural 
predators and enemies such as insects and disease. In their native environment these forces 
prevent the weeds from taking over.

We also have other unwanted plants that are possibly native to Colorado (thereby making 
them ineligible to be called “noxious” or non-native but not on the noxious list yet. They are 
the “obnoxious” weeds in our community. They are still invasive and can negatively impact 
the airpark (your own lot, the common area or you neighbors’ lots). When we refer to 
“weeds”, we are usually referring specifically to noxious weeds, since we have an obligation 
to eradicate those, but it is to everyone’s benefit to also consider the obnoxious ones in your 
weed management.

Private property weed control is important to maintain or improve land values, to enhance 
wildlife and livestock habitat, to prevent weed infestations from spreading to neighboring 
properties, and to enhance the overall quality of life in Elbert County.
Colorado Revised State Statues* as well as the Kelly Air Park development plan and Guide** 
require us to manage, control and/or eradicate noxious weeds. Weed management must be an 
ongoing concern for all property owners and users in Elbert County. Each of us has a 
responsibility not only to ourselves, but to our neighbors and the County as well.

The Kelly Air Park ACC requested a group of interested lot owners to meet as a committee 
and develop a weed management program for property owners at Kelly Air Park. What 
follows is our best efforts to provide the tools to take care of your land here in Elbert County.

At the KAP Board of Directors meeting October 12, 2005, a proposal for the common area 
weed management to be placed under the auspices of the Weed Management Committee was 
approved.

* Revised State Statues
    35-5.5-104. Duty to manage noxious weeds.
    35-5.5-108. Control or eradication methods and procedures-notice-assessments-protests.
    35-5.5-109. Private lands-management of noxious weeds – charges.
    35-5.5-118. Civil penalties.
Web address: http://www.leg.state.co.us

** Review of Black Forest Glider Park Subdivision
             a/k/a Kelly Air Park Development Plan and Guide
     1-B Preamble – Statement of Intent and Commitments
            C. The lot owners will initiate and maintain a program with the Soil Conservation Service
                 to control erosion within the property and to control noxious weeds.

http://www.leg.state.co.us/


WEED MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR KELLY AIR PARK LOT OWNERS

There are many types of weeds in Elbert County, but the following are considered noxious, and 
control of this is mandated by state statute: Leafy Spurge, Spotted, Diffuse and Russian 
Knapweeds, Canadian Thistle, Musk Thistle, Field Bindweed,Yellow Toadflax, Dalmation 
Toadflax, and Houndstongue. The Elbert County Cooperative Extension Office can help land 
owners/users with weed identification. The KAP Weed Management Committee will also be an 
advisory source for education, recommendations and guidance for lot owners implementing this 
plan for their lot(s).

1. A simple map of the property, with weed infestations identified as to weed type and size 
of infestations. Update the map annually, as the weed management plan is executed.

2. A system of integrated control for the specific weeds should be established. The methods 
of control include:

a. Biological (bugs, and insects that attack the plant, or grazing)
b. Mechanical (mowing, pulling, digging, disk or harrow work)
c. Chemical (herbicide application, with specific chemicals targeting specific weeds 

at specific times of the year.
d. Cultural (cultivation, reseeding)

 An integrated plan should include two or more of the methods above.

3. Evaluate the effectiveness of selected methods. This includes evaluating weed density 
(before and after treatment), comparing maps, evaluating the health of grasses and other 
desirable plants, and the effectiveness of chemicals used. The system might include 
yearly photographs of infestations, percentage of control, or merely categorization.

4. A plan should include a budget that is realistic and will facilitate the implementation of 
the chosen control methods.

5. A plan should address preventative management as well as weed control. Preventative 
management includes regular inspection of non-infested property areas, and cleaning 
equipment (both landowner/user and contractors) between uses on the land in question.

6. Include a record keeping system including dates of specific control efforts, costs, types of 
chemicals, seeds, or fertilizers used, and the next planned steps.

Source: Elbert County Weed Control and CSU Cooperative Extension Service



RECOMMENDATIONS FOR LOT OWNER WORK SHEET

     March – April
• Inspect your lot
• Identify noxious weeds (ask for help from your committee members)
• Formulate a plan to manage noxious weeds identified
  
  May – June 
• Monitor for weed emergence and growth
• Acquire material and tools to be able to implement your plan
• Use one or more methods listed in Weed Management Strategies 

included in your Weed Management Guide(Blue Book)
Example: Tillage with shovel or hoe recommended for Musk Thistle

     
     Late May – Early June

• Chemical control most effective at this time
• Flea beetles should be applied to Leafy Spurge

Mid June – Late June
• Chemical control methods(herbicide spray) should be applied at least 

1 wk. before mowing
• Do not mow native grass too short, less than 4”. The grass needs to be 

long enough 4-6”, to sustain the root system. Ref. Kipp Nye, CSU 
Extension Agent for Elbert County

June – July – August
• Continue to control aggressive weeds

     September – October
• May need to mow again. Check grass height
• Late herbicide application may be indicated according to noxious 

weed identified



WEED MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR KELLY AIR PARK COMMON AREA

In the Black Forest Glider Park Subdivision a/k/a Kelly Air Park Development Plan and 
Guide, “all lot owners are responsible for initiating and maintaining a program with the 
Soil Conservation Service to control erosion within the property and to control noxious 
weeds.”

The Kelly Airpark Weed Management Committee has historically been providing lot 
owners with the Weed Management Guide and personal advisement regarding noxious 
weeds. It has seemed unclear at times where the responsibility for weed management 
of the Common Area resides. In the past, it was handled by concerned neighbors with 
the approval of the Kelly Air Park Board of Directors.

To more formally define the responsibility, we would like to propose the Common Area’s 
weed management be placed under the auspices of the Weed Management 
Committee.  The reasons for this are:

 Since the Common Area is part of the airpark, it should be held accountable in 
the same way as individual lot owners, and the Weed Management Committee 
could take responsibility for that.

 There would be more coordination and integration between what weed 
management is being done on the Common Area with the weed management of 
the lot owners (i.e., we’d have a general strategy).

 The Weed Management Committee would ensure that the Common Area 
complies with the Weed Management Plan.

If weed management of the Common Area is the responsibility of the Weed 
Management Committee, the Weed Management Committee would:

 perform regular inspections of the common area for weeds
 decide on the appropriate treatment as needed. 
 notify and work with the Common Area Committee to apply treatment.
 notify the Common Area Committee regarding the need for mowing and other 

activities affecting weed management, coordinating and collaborating with them.
 present treatment expense estimates (such as chemicals, fertilizer and seed) to 

the Budget Committee annually. 
 include in the Weed Management Committee’s budget, treatment supplies as 

well as supplies for Lot Owners’ Weed Management Guides.

To be effective with this plan, and to set an example that weed management is a priority 
at Kelly Airpark, we would like to clarify that the Weed Management Committee report 
directly to the KAPBOD.



RESOURCE LIST

Weed Management Committee:
Jeanne Allen (303) 648-3608 (dallen817@aol.com)
Carol Gross (303) 648-0056 (carol.gross@kc.frb.org)
Taunchy Maben (303) 648-3247 (maligator@juno.com)
Ruth Merring (303) 648-3416 (hickory@myedl.com)

We are providing a list of individuals willing to help the association by mowing property owner’s lots. Lots should 
be mowed once or twice a year depending on the amount of precipitation received. Mowing will take approximately 
4-6 hours depending on lot size.

If  you  are  unable  to  check  your  lot  for  noxious  weeds,  contact  any  member  of  the  KAP Weed Management 
Committee and he/she will  walk your  lot  and check for  these weeds.  If  noxious weeds are found, you  will  be 
notified of the problem so you can take the corrective action—mowing and/or spraying. 

Our committee is here to help each lot owner with the noxious weed problem. These noxious weeds can take over 
your property in a very short period of time. We live in an agricultural area, and weed control has to be addressed.  
State and county noxious weed control programs place the responsibility on the property owner. If you need help 
and/or would like to participate in any way, please give any one of the committee members a call.

The following individuals are available to mow your lot. Please contact them directly for their fee.

Dick Merring (303) 648-3416
Frank Niehus (303) 648-3416 (will rent his tractor if you want to mow)

Sale of herbicide:
Elbert County Road and Bridge  (303) 621-3153 (Need to check annually to see if available.)
Potestio Brothers in Parker (303) 841-2299
Pikes Peak co-op in Calhan (719) 347-2711

The county probably has the best prices and the correct materials for the noxious weeds. If you decide to purchase 
herbicide from a store, make sure it is effective for the noxious weeds that you are trying to kill.

Elbert County Co-Operative Extension – Fact Sheets
Kipp Nye, CSU Extension Agent for Elbert County and Master Gardeners for Elbert County (303-621-3162)
Books to help you identify noxious weeds: Troublesome Weeds of the Rocky Mountain West, $3.00
A more extensive book is Weeds of the West, $23. Both books can be purchased from the Elbert County Co-
Operative Extension office. (303) 621-3162.

Other resources:
Government research at http://www.ars.usda.gov/is/pr/2002/020515.htm
Purchase of organic weed killers – http://www.eco-safety.com/eco-safety/deadeye.htm

             http://www.commonsensecare.com/burnout-weed-killer.html
Purchase of biologic controls –      http://www.integratedweedcontrol.com

             http://www.bio-control.com/products.asp

Recipe for homemade weed spray: 1- gallon vinegar (pickling vinegar has highest acetic acid concentration)
½ cup salt
2 tsp dishwashing soap

Note: This spray is most effective when applied to weeds in early stages of growth on a hot, sunny day. A second 
spraying may be necessary.
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